
H undreds of years ago 
an old form of Span-
ish known as Ladino 
was once a well-

known language. 
Ladino grew in popular-

ity in the late 1400s and 
was spoken in parts of 
Europe, North Africa and 
the Middle East.  

Unfortunately, some 500 
years later, the language 
is spoken by a few minori-
ties groups and is on the 
verge of being lost forever. 

However, residents of 
the Harbour City will 
have a chance to hear this 
dying language when the 
Guy Mendilow Ensemble 
takes to the stage at the 
Port Theatre.

“UNSECO considers it 
[Ladino] one grade above 
extinction,” Mendilow 
said.

The ensemble wil l 
perform Tales from the 
Forgotten Kingdom, a 
series of epic stories told 
through music, which will 
be performed in Ladino.

“We come together to 
bring each one of these 
tails to life, basically as 
though it were a movie,” 
he said. “They are fan-
tastic tales. These are 
the types that would be 
found in any good cut-
throat novel. It’s kings 
and queens and escapes 
by night and sailors who 
don’t make it back from 
sea and some who do. It’s 
a rich cast of characters 
who are brought to life 
through the music.”

The Guy Mendilow 
Ensemble was formed in 
2004 and includes vocalist 
Sofia Tosello of Argentina, 
Tareq Rantisi of Palestine, 
violinist Chris Baum of the 
United States and multi-
instrumentalist Andy 
Bergman, who is also from 
the United States. 

Born to a musician 
father, Mendilow has been 
performing music to live 

audiences since he was a 
young boy. 

“When I grew up we 
moved on a yearly basis 
and these were intercon-
tinental moves, but my 
dad was a professional 
musician and we always 
had people in the house 
playing music,” he said. 

Mendilow, who has 
lived in places such as 
the U.S., Israel and South 
Africa, said that while the 
languages and cultures 
around him changed fre-
quently, there was always 
one constant.

“Music was the one 
thing that didn’t change,” 
he said.

Early in his life, Men-

dilow saw how music can 
bring people together 
from dif ferent back-
grounds and races while 
he was living in South 
Africa during the apart-
heid.

“I got to witness the 
way that music can really 
affect people,” Mendilow  
said. “Coming from Israel 
it was strange to be 
invited to participate in 
any church, we had bar-
ley been to any synagogue 
much less a church, but 
there we fell into a com-
munity that brought us 
into their church and it 
was the only integrated 
church in Johannesburg 
at the time.”

At the age of 10, Men-
dilow became a member 
of the American Boychoir 
and has been touring as a 
musician ever since.

“A lot of the lessons that 
I learned touring with the 
American Boychoir are 
things that I live out on a 
day-to-day basis today,” 

Mendilow said.
Among the many les-

sons learned, he says one 
of the most important was 
being able to improvise 
on stage. 

“If you’re in the middle 
of the show and if you 
have a hint from some-
where in you, God knows 
where, that you need to 
steer it in different direc-
tion for this audience. 
You don’t question it, 
you just do it,” Mendilow 
said. “Improvisation is 
the practice of saying yes 
over and over again. You 
can’t improvise if you say 
no.”

Mendilow can also per-
form in English, Hebrew, 

Spanish and Portuguese. 
He says that while 

improvisation is impor-
tant during a perfor-
mance, it is much more 
difficult to do while speak-
ing a foreign language.

“The ability to improvise 
in a different language, 
that is hard. There you 
have a lot prep,” he said 
“It is really difficult. The 
show comes off a little 
differently and it comes 
something else.”

The Guy Mendilow 
Ensemble performs on 
Monday (Oct. 5) at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets $5-$35. For 
tickets and information, 
please call 250-754-8550.
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The Guy Mendilow Ensemble performs Tales from the Forgotten Kingdom at the Port Theatre this coming Monday (Oct. 5) at 7:30 p.m.
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Guy Mendilow Ensemble to perform 

songs in a rare language
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Music was the 
one thing that 
didn’t change.“

The WizardCREEDIT
CAR & TRRUCK FINANCING

Credit issuees?
CALL LEE NOOW:
250-741-45525

24 HOURS

MATINEES FRI., SAT. & SUN ONLY
NANAIMO NORTH TOWN CENTRE 250-729-8000

Showtimes:  Oct. 2 - 8

Avalon Cinema
Woodgrove Centre, Nanaimo   Ph 250-390-5021

DIGITAL SOUND 
Oct. 2 - 8

MINIONS (G)  CLOSED CAPTION & DESCRIPTIVE VIDEO FRI,TUE 4:10; SAT 10:50, 
1:50, 4:10; SUN 1:50, 4:10
ANT-MAN (PG) (VIOLENCE) CLOSED CAPTION & DESCRIPTIVE VIDEOFRI-SUN,TUE 4:00
ANT-MAN 3D (PG) (VIOLENCE) CC/DVS FRI 6:45, 9:35; SAT-SUN 1:20, 6:45, 9:35; 
MON-TUE 6:45, 9:30
EVEREST 3D (PG) (ACCIDENT TRAUMA) CC/DVS FRI 4:10, 7:10, 10:05; SAT 10:30, 
1:15, 4:10, 7:10, 10:05; SUN 1:15, 4:10, 7:10, 10:05; MON,WED-THURS 7:10, 9:55; TUE 
4:15, 7:10, 9:55
STRAIGHT OUTTA COMPTON (18A) (FREQUENT COARSE LANGUAGE) CLOSED 
CAPTION & DESCRIPTIVE VIDEO FRI-SUN 6:30, 9:40; MON-WED 6:30, 9:15; THURS 9:15
BLACK MASS (14A) (VIOLENCE,FREQUENT COARSE LANGUAGE) CLOSED CAPTION 
& DESCRIPTIVE VIDEO FRI 4:15, 7:00, 9:55; SAT 10:40, 1:35, 4:15, 7:00, 9:55; SUN 1:35, 
4:15, 7:00, 9:55; MON,WED-THURS 6:50, 9:55; TUE 3:50, 6:50, 9:55
MAZE RUNNER: THE SCORCH TRIALS (PG) (VIOLENCE,COARSE LANGUAGE) 
CLOSED CAPTION & DESCRIPTIVE VIDEO FRI 4:20, 7:20, 10:15; SAT-SUN 1:25, 4:20, 
7:20, 10:15; MON,WED-THURS 7:00, 9:40; TUE 3:55, 7:00, 9:40
WAR ROOM (G) (VIOLENCE) FRI 3:50, 6:40, 9:30; SAT-SUN 1:05, 3:50, 6:40, 9:30; 
MON,WED-THURS 6:30, 9:45; TUE 3:45, 6:30, 9:45
SICARIO (14A) (COARSE LANGUAGE,VIOLENCE) CLOSED CAPTION & DESCRIPTIVE 
VIDEO FRI 3:45, 6:50, 9:45; SAT 11:10, 1:00, 3:45, 6:50, 9:45; SUN 1:00, 3:45, 6:50, 
9:45; MON,WED-THURS 6:40, 9:35; TUE 4:30, 6:40, 9:35
THE WHO IN HYDE PARK ()  WED 7:30
PAN 3D (PG) (VIOLENCE) THURS 6:20, 9:10
JUST FOR LAUGHS PRESENTS: THE NASTY SHOW ()  THURS 7:30
A WALK IN THE WOODS (PG) (SEXUALLY SUGGESTIVE SCENE,COARSE LANGUAGE) 
CLOSED CAPTIONED FRI 4:30, 7:30, 10:00; SAT 11:20, 2:00, 4:30, 7:30, 10:00; SUN 
2:00, 4:30, 7:30, 10:00; MON,WED-THURS 7:20, 10:00; TUE 4:10, 7:20, 10:00
THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: IL TROVATORE ()  SAT 9:55
THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE DEEP (PG)  SAT 11:00

PIXELS (PG): 105 350 *Sun no 105*
PAWN SACRIFICE (PG): 720 1005 *Mon & Wed no 720*
INSIDE OUT (G): 1245 315
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE: ROGUE NATION (PG): 640 955  
*Thurs no evening shows* 
THE VISIT (14A): 130 355 730 1010
THE INTERN (PG): 110 415 715 1000
HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2 2D (G): 1235 325 405 645 710 950
HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2 3D (G): 125 1000
THE MARTIAN 2D (PG): 1255 300 630 915
THE MARTIAN 3D (PG): 1220 345 700 935

BEFORE NOON MOVIES
SATURDAY ALL SEATS $6.00 & 3D $9.00:
HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2 2D 1030 AM

THE MARTIAN 2D: 1000 AM | THE INTERN 1015 AM

SPECIAL PRESENTATION:
THE IRON GIANT  SUN Oct 4 at 1255

MON Oct 5 at 700

ADVANCE SCREENING:
Thurs Oct 8: THE WALK 3D at 710 1000

MOVIE LISTING AD

The summer sun has set and now is the

TIME TO WINTERIZE!

Authorized
SUZUKI Dealer

All sizes of motors Repairs & Winterizing
Red Seal Marine Mechanic on duty

FANTASTIC
END OF SEASON 

SALE ON ALL 
MOTORS!

250-585-2566
14-4128 Mostar Rd., Nanaimo | www.skippersmarinecenter.com

Bring this ad in and recieve 5% discount on any purchase excluding motors


