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Vv AARON DERBYSHIRE

By CHERYL WIERDA
STAFF REPORTER

The Derbyshire family
wants one thing for Christ-
mas—to know where Aaron
is.

Only five days remain
until the holiday, which is also
the date a $100,000 reward
for information about the dis-
appearance of Aaron Derby-
shire expires.

The 22-year-old vanished
from the Level nightclub in
downtown Kelowna early
on Sept. 30, and hasn’t been
heard from since.

“The only way we would
be celebrating right now is if
we had Aaron home,” said his
mom, Glenda Derbyshire.

“It’s not looking like its
going to be a happy Christ-
mas.”

Normally at this time of
year, the Derbyshire boys help
their mom decorate Christ-
mas cookies, and the family
goes on ski trips together in
the winter.

“We're missing that this
year,” she said.

The family spoke out
again yesterday, hoping to
twig the conscience of some-
one who knows what hap-
pened to Aaron.

“We fully believe there
are people out there...that
know what happened,” said
Glenda.

“T would really hope that
their conscience would be
harping on them constantly to
do what’s right. I would real-
ly hope that they make that
phone call.”’

The wait for information
about their son’s disappear-
ance, Glenda told the Capital
News, has been “horrible.”

“It’s like all of our lives
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By JENNIFER SMITH
STAFF REPORTER

The City of Kelowna has
$150,000 in grant funding for
developers looking to build af-
fordable rental units.

But with 11 days left until
applications are due, so far
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DURING A news conference Thursday at her home, Glenda Derbyshire (left) and her sister
Gloria Horning take a moment to seek comfort in one another while talking about Glenda’s

missing son, Aaron Derbyshire.

are in limbo,” she said.

She also said the lack of
information since the reward
was announced three weeks
ago has been “really disheart-
ening.”

“We were hoping that we
would have the key tips,” she
said.

“This past week has been
discouraging in a lot of ways.”

“There hasn’t been any-

just one prospective builder
wants the free cash.

“We're not getting a lot
of interest because there’s
not a lot of activity in build-
ing rental housing,” said Ther-
esa Eichler, City of Kelow-
na community planning man-
ager.

thing substantial that the po-
lice have to go on, other than
they’re working on a couple
of other leads that they’ve
had from the beginning,” said
Glenda.

The family will not ex-
tend the time the reward is
available, Glenda said.

“This has been enough
time...To prolong this agony
is just difficult.”

“The situation in Kelow-
na is that most of our rentals
are in houses and secondary
suites in small buildings.”

The grants fall into two
categories—up to $5,000 a
unit for non-profit affordable
rental housing or up to $2,500
per unit for affordable rental

She’s hoping her second
oldest son will still be found
alive, but acknowledges it
may not happen.

“If Aaron is deceased...
we would just rather have
something,” she said.

“Aaron may not have any-
more time, but other people
out there do, and hopefully,
they’ll have mercy on us.”

The family says the dis-

housing that does not involve
anon-profit society.

Another  $120,000 is
budgeted for staff to wave a
portion of the development
cost charges on non-prof-
it rental housing projects, but
there are not many projects to
be found.

appearance of Aaron just
doesn’t make sense.

good life going on.”

As well, he didn’t have
his cell phone with him. It was :

later found in a work vehicle.

“It’s not like him at all to
not be with his cell phone,”’

she said.

Aaron, she said, is a
maIl” é
who was not the type to “get :

“strong, courageous

into someone’s face.

“He was just a really de-

cent guy,” she said.

“He is very, very much :

greatly missed right now.”

Even if there is no news of .
: Long-time Snowfest
day, Glenda said: “We’re not :

\ ; : board member steps
ever going to stop lookingand : ",
wondering and asking ques- : aside. See A18.
tions and also hoping that :

people are going to be aware :

Aaron by midnight on Mon-

of this.”

When the reward was an- :
nounced last month, RCMP :
said they had interviewed ap- :
proximately 200 people and :
addressed 116 tasks in the :

case.

No update on the investi- :
gation was available from the :

RCMP yesterday.

Derbyshire is described as :
standing five foot, 11 inches :
tall and weighing 160 pounds. :

He has curly brown hair :
and was wearing blue jeans :
and a button-down shirt the :

night he went missing.

Anyone with information :
can contact the RCMP at 470- :
6317, or Crime Stoppers at 1- :

800-222-8477.

According to reward post-
ers, Mike (250-878-9350) and :
Doug (250-878-9450) may

also be contacted.
cwierda@kelownacapnews.com

Affordable housing grants for builders ignored

“We do have half a dozen :
developers who are givingita :
hard look...particularly with :
the focus on affordable hous- :

: you could include
: under the Christmas

“But with construction : .
: tree this year.
SEE GRANTS ONA3 :

ing that council has had,”’
Eicher said.
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Agony drags on for missing man’s family
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“I know that his boss was :
very happy with him and his :
work,” said Glenda. “He had a :

Straight from DeHart
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Game inventor Nick

Kellet offers a sug-
gestion on a gift idea

Own German engineering and still
have money left over for gas. And
a sandwich. And some strudel.

Infroducing the 2007 City Jetta.

2007
City Jetta

MSRP 4-year/80,000 km
. new vehicle
518.-350 limited warranty

Tumer Volkswagen

{formerly Mervwyn Motors) DL#5601

518_.-350‘ to start Hm

/

German engineering doesn't have to be expensive. With the 2007 City Jettq, you still get features like dual front airbags™, an
anti-lock brake system with front and rear disc brakes, a full sized spare tire, intermittent front windshield wipers and more. It's
awhole lot of German engineering, starting at a measly $18,350".

1717 Harvey Avenue, Kelowna 860-6278

Visit vw.ca or call 1-800 DRIVE VW for more information.

© 2006 Volkswagen Canada Inc. *Bose MSRP is $18,350 for 2007 City Jetta with manual transmission, including freight and PDI of $1,650. Vehicle with optional package shown is $19,950. License, insurance, registration, dealer charges,
options, and applicable toxes extra. **Airbags are supplemental restraints only and will not deploy under all accident scenarios. Always use safety belts and seat children only in the rear, using restraint systems that are appropriate for their
size and age. "Whichever comes first. Wear and tear items and adjustments are excluded after the first 12 months or 20,000 km, whichever comes first. Dealer may sell for less. See dealer for details. “Volkswagen”, the Volkswagen logo and
“Jetta” are registered trademarks of Volkswagen AG.




