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The Derbyshire family 
wants one thing for Christ-
mas—to know where Aaron 
is.

Only five days remain 
until the holiday, which is also 
the date a $100,000 reward 
for information about the dis-
appearance of Aaron Derby-
shire expires.

The 22-year-old vanished 
from the Level nightclub in 
downtown Kelowna early 
on Sept. 30, and hasn’t been 
heard from since.

“The only way we would 
be celebrating right now is if 
we had Aaron home,” said his 
mom, Glenda Derbyshire. 

“It’s not looking like its 
going to be a happy Christ-
mas.”

Normally at this time of 
year, the Derbyshire boys help 
their mom decorate Christ-
mas cookies, and the family 
goes on ski trips together in 
the winter. 

“We’re missing that this 
year,” she said.

The family spoke out 
again yesterday, hoping to 
twig the conscience of some-
one who knows what hap-
pened to Aaron.

“We fully believe there 
are people out there…that 
know what happened,” said 
Glenda. 

“I would really hope that 
their conscience would be 
harping on them constantly to 
do what’s right. I would real-
ly hope that they make that 
phone call.”

The wait for information 
about their son’s disappear-
ance, Glenda told the Capital 
News, has been “horrible.”

“It’s like all of our lives 

are in limbo,” she said.
She also said the lack of 

information since the reward 
was announced three weeks 
ago has been “really disheart-
ening.”

“We were hoping that we 
would have the key tips,” she 
said. 

“This past week has been 
discouraging in a lot of ways.”

“There hasn’t been any-

thing substantial that the po-
lice have to go on, other than 
they’re working on a couple 
of other leads that they’ve 
had from the beginning,” said 
Glenda.

The family will not ex-
tend the time the reward is 
available, Glenda said. 

“This has been enough 
time…To prolong this agony 
is just difficult.”

She’s hoping her second 
oldest son will still be found 
alive, but acknowledges it 
may not happen.

“If Aaron is deceased…
we would just rather have 
something,” she said. 

“Aaron may not have any-
more time, but other people 
out there do, and hopefully, 
they’ll have mercy on us.”

The family says the dis-

appearance of Aaron just 
doesn’t make sense.

“I know that his boss was 
very happy with him and his 
work,” said Glenda. “He had a 
good life going on.”

As well, he didn’t have 
his cell phone with him. It was 
later found in a work vehicle.

“It’s not like him at all to 
not be with his cell phone,” 
she said.

Aaron, she said, is a 
“strong, courageous man” 
who was not the type to “get 
into someone’s face.

“He was just a really de-
cent guy,” she said. 

“He is very, very much 
greatly missed right now.”

Even if there is no news of 
Aaron by midnight on Mon-
day, Glenda said: “We’re not 
ever going to stop looking and 
wondering and asking ques-
tions and also hoping that 
people are going to be aware 
of this.”

When the reward was an-
nounced last month, RCMP 
said they had interviewed ap-
proximately 200 people and 
addressed 116 tasks in the 
case.

No update on the investi-
gation was available from the 
RCMP yesterday.

Derbyshire is described as 
standing five foot, 11 inches 
tall and weighing 160 pounds. 

He has curly brown hair 
and was wearing blue jeans 
and a button-down shirt the 
night he went missing.

Anyone with information 
can contact the RCMP at 470-
6317, or Crime Stoppers at 1-
800-222-8477. 

According to reward post-
ers, Mike (250-878-9350) and 
Doug (250-878-9450) may 
also be contacted.

cwierda@kelownacapnews.com 
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During a news conference Thursday at her home, Glenda Derbyshire (left) and her sister 
Gloria Horning take a moment to seek comfort in one another while talking about Glenda’s 
missing son, Aaron Derbyshire. 

By Jennifer Smith
Staff RepoRteR

The City of Kelowna has 
$150,000 in grant funding for 
developers looking to build af-
fordable rental units.

But with 11 days left until 
applications are due, so far 

just one prospective builder 
wants the free cash.

“We’re not getting a lot 
of interest because there’s 
not a lot of activity in build-
ing rental housing,” said Ther-
esa Eichler, City of Kelow-
na community planning man-
ager.

“The situation in Kelow-
na is that most of our rentals 
are in houses and secondary 
suites in small buildings.”

The grants fall into two 
categories—up to $5,000 a 
unit for non-profit affordable 
rental housing or up to $2,500 
per unit for affordable rental 

housing that does not involve 
a non-profit society. 

Another $120,000 is 
budgeted for staff to wave a 
portion of the development 
cost charges on non-prof-
it rental housing projects, but 
there are not many projects to 
be found.

“We do have half a dozen 
developers who are giving it a 
hard look…particularly with 
the focus on affordable hous-
ing that council has had,” 
Eicher said. 

“But with construction 

affordable housing grants for builders ignored
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Own German engineering and still
have money left over for gas. And
a sandwich. And some strudel.


