
Victoria Regional
Transit System

www.bctransit.com
BusLine: 382•6161

More Service
to Westshore

Be Part of the Solution.... Take Transit

Beginning September 4, 

7172

Now there are lots more options when you travel between Langford and Downtown Victoria.
We’ve added more transit service for travel to and around the Westshore communities and ten
more buses to get you there.

• 50 Downtown/Langford: 5 minute frequency and fewer stops in rush hours with 
10 minute service during the midday and 15 minute service on evenings and weekends.

• 50X Downtown/Langford: is cancelled with increased frequency on the 50. For service
along Veterans Memorial, see 61X.

• 52 Wishart: all trips will route between Langford 
Exchange and Western Exchange.
Plus regular Commuter Trips

• 53 Aktins: expanded route between Langford 
Exchange and Western Exchange via Atkins and 
Old Island Hwy. NEW Saturday and Sunday service.

• 54 Metchosin and 55 Happy Valley: two afternoon 
commuter trips will route from Western Exchange 
to Metchosin, bypassing Langford Exchange.

• 55 Happy Valley: two morning rush our trips will route 
to Western exchange, bypassing Langford Exchange.

• 56 Spencer: Sunday service extends to Western Speedway.

• 57 Millstream: Saturday service extends to Goldie Heights area. 
Sunday service extend to Western Speedway

• 59 Triangle Mountain: route expands to cover the south side of 
Triangle Mountain, Latoria and the southern portion of Wishart

With 5 minute service to Downtown Victoria, 
you have more reasons to try transit.

Each VERICO broker is an independent owner operator.
VERICO
CANADA’S TRUSTED MORTGAGE EXPERTS

TM

DOES YOUR MORTGAGE PAYMENT STINK?

Lori Lenaghan
MORTGAGE CONSULTANT

lori.lenaghan@vericoselect.com

www.vericoselect.com • T. 250.391.2933 Ext. 28

F. 250.391.2985 • C. 250.888.8036

851 Broughton Street, Victoria

Discover the Y today! 386-7511       
www.victoriay.com

FALL PROGRAMS START SEPTEMBER 4TH

FITNESS · YOGA · RUN · SWIM LESSONS 
DANCE · PILATES · AIKIDO · CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES

SENIORS PROGRAMS · FIRST AID · FENCING · NON-CONTACT BOXING

JOIN THE Y!
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Sea King used in pot surveillance
Joint mission involved RCMP,  Victoria police and the military

 File photo

Military helicopter Sea King hovers before landing after taking part in aerial 
surveillance of marijuana plants growing in the West Shore area and other points 
on southern Vancouver Island.

Rudy Haugeneder
News staff

That military Sea King helicopter fly-
ing around rural areas of the West Shore 
recently wasn’t on a rescue mission.

It was on a search – a search that helped 
find enough marijuana plants to make 
between 10 million and 20 million joints.

It was part of an annual aerial police 
search this time of the year for large and 
small ready-to-harvest pot-growing planta-
tions around Vancouver Island, said Cpl. 
Greg Cox, spokesman for the RCMP’s Van-
couver Island district.

However, he didn’t have figures on how 
much pot police found growing on Crown 
land around the West Shore.

Across Vancouver Island and including 
the Capital Region, the joint military, RCMP 
and municipal police effort found and “erad-
icated” 19,000 mature marijuana plants -- a 
record haul that exceeded last year’s take of 
16,500 plants.

Each plant can be used to make between 
500 and 1,000 joints, he said.

The Sea King helicopter was one of three 
much-maligned Sea Kings used during mari-
juana search and destroy missions, he said. 
The helicopters, known to be plagued by 
mechanical difficulties, suffered no break-
downs during the search.

Cox said Vancouver Island police officers 
wrapped up the nine-day air and land oper-
ation about a week ago.

Police hit about 350 sites where mari-
juana was being illegally cultivated on 
Crown lands. 

The aerial phase started on August 21, 
“when an integrated team of police officers 
from the RCMP, the Victoria police depart-
ment and the Saanich Police Department 
took to the skies over Vancouver Island with 
the assistance of the Canadian military.” 

The Sea Kings flew the police officers “to 
remote and challenging locations” he said. 

“As anticipated, this year’s project was 
very successful in eradicating a large quan-
tity of marijuana plants that were destined 
for sale on the streets of the Vancouver 
Island communities and possibly beyond,” 
Cox said.

“We believe that the sale of the eradi-
cated marijuana would have profited orga-
nized crime groups, in turn providing them 
funds for other serious criminal activities in 
our communities,” he added.

Although the aerial portion of the Island 
District Marijuana Eradication Project has 
concluded, Cox said “police officers across 
Vancouver Island remain committed to erad-
icating illegal outdoor marijuana crops.” 

news@goldstreamgazette.com
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