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A Chilliwack man who po-
lice believe was behind the 
controls of a helicopter that 
crashed in West Abbotsford 
last year has been charged 
in connection to what law 
enforcement authorities call 
“one of the most brazen” 
schemes to smuggle drugs 
across the Canada-U.S. bor-
der.

Dustin Haugen, 24, is one 
of more than 40 people ar-
rested in a two-year-old po-
lice operation targeting drug 
smuggling. 

He is believed to have been 
the pilot of a helicopter, alleg-
edly linked to the smuggling, 
which crashed on 58 Avenue 
in west Abbotsford in 2005.

At a press conference in 
Bellingham June 29, authori-
ties from the U.S and Canada 
unveiled the results—so 
far—from a  police operation 
targeting a network of smug-
gling organizations that used 
aircraft to ferry tonnes of 
drugs across the border. 

The investigation, dubbed 
Operation Frozen Timber, 
has resulted in the seizure of 
8,000 pounds of marijuana, 
800 pounds of cocaine, three 
aircraft, and $1.5 million in 
U.S. currency.

“I think that the equipment 
that was seized was certainly 
the tip of the iceberg,” said 
RCMP chief superintendent 
Bud Mercer. 

“These organized criminal 
groups were motivated by 
one thing: greed,” said John 
McKay, United States Attor-
ney for the Western District 
of Washington. 

“With Operation Frozen 
Timber, we not only cut into 
their profi ts with countless 
seizures of drugs and money, 
we demonstrated that there 
is a high price to pay.  Drug 
ring leader Robert Kes-
ling now knows that high 
price—he is doing 17 years 
in federal prison.”

The B.C. based smuggling 
organizations used helicop-
ters and fi xed-wing aircraft 
to transport drug loads to 
pre-arranged drop sites in 

the U.S.   They smuggled mar-
ijuana into the United States, 
and cocaine into Canada, po-
lice say.

Intelligence gathered by 
authorities revealed there 
were several independent 
aerial smuggling cells that 
essentially subcontracted 
their services to other crimi-
nal organizations seeking to 
ferry drugs between the two 
countries.

So far, the investigation has 
resulted in more than 40 ar-
rests of both Americans and 
Canadians in the U.S.

The fi rst charges in Cana-
dian courts came recently, 
after the May collaring of 
an Agassiz and a Chilliwack 
man.  (RCMP have also made 
four other arrests, but they 
haven’t resulted in charges 
to date).

Daryl Desjardins, 45, of 
Agassiz, and Dustin Haugen, 
24, of Chilliwack, are both 
charged with importing/
exporting a controlled sub-
stance and traffi cking a con-
trolled substance.  

Desjardins is also charged 
with possession of a fi rearm 
contrary to order. 

The pair were scheduled to 
appear in court June 30.

The pair were arrested in 
Chilliwack on May 9 after re-
turning to Canada following 

an alleged drug drop in the 
United States, said RCMP Su-
perintendent Bill Ard.

On that day, police say they 
tracked a Bell Jet Ranger 
owned by Desjardins to a 
landing site in a state wildlife 
area in Okanogan County, lo-
cated in north central Wash-
ington. After watching the 
cargo being transferred to a 
waiting pick up truck, U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agents and 
other offi cers stopped the 
vehicle and recovered 329 
pounds of marijuana. Two 
other men were arrested.

Media reports indicate Des-
jardins operated the Break-
water Restaurant on the 
shores of Harrison Lake and 
fl ew his helicopter from that 
location.  

District of Kent mayor 
Lorne Fisher said the restau-
rant has been shut down for 
approximately a year and 
couldn’t say who held the 
business licence.

Ard said Desjardins, who 
previously owned border 
property in Abbotsford, was a 
high priority target for RCMP, 
but said “it’s diffi cult to pick 
who was a kingpin or leader” 
of the smuggling groups in 
B.C.

His co-accused, Haugen, 
is also believed by police 

to have been behind the 
controls of a Bell Jet Ranger 
which crashed on a 58 Av-
enue property on March 6, 
2005.  The crash killed Hau-
gen’s live-in girlfriend, 22-
year-old Christina Alexander, 
and Crown counsel is cur-
rently considering whether 
or not Haugen will face crim-
inal charges.

On June 29, police said 
they believe the helicopter 
that crashed was linked to 
the drug smuggling organi-
zations, and Black Press was 
told June 30 by property 
resident Greg McKinley that 
“border patrol” offi cers were 
part of the initial investiga-
tion into the crash.

McKinley told Black Press 
he had been approached 
back in 2004 with a request 
for four students to use his 
property so that they could 
accumulate hours to get 
their commercial licences.

Flights originated from his 
property for a time in 2004, 
and then, after an approxi-
mate six month break, re-
sumed in early 2005.

“There was never any cargo 
of any sort off-loaded at my 
farm,” said McKinley.

He was told in 2004 that 
the individuals were also do-
ing some work for the gov-
ernment, spotting forest fi res. 
“It all seemed very legitimate 
with that,” he said.

The chopper always fl ew 
north away from his prop-
erty, he said.

According to an informa-
tion to obtain a search war-
rant (ITO) in a separate case, 
the police investigation 
showed that former ten-
ant Richard Burton made 

arrangements to use the 
property for fl ying helicop-
ters and Abbotsford resident 
Johnny Bacon made arrange-
ments to pay $1,000 a month 
for the privilege. 

Six months after the crash, 
Haugen was convicted of ex-
tortion and given a 12 month 
conditional sentence.

According to the same 
(ITO), that conviction relates 
to a 2003 case investigated 
by Surrey RCMP where a 
group abducted, tied up and 
extorted 35 pounds of mari-
juana from the victim.

The same year as that in-
vestigation, Haugen was a 
suspect at the Peace Arch 
border crossing for cocaine 
importation or exportation, 
the ITO indicates. He was 
never charged in the case.

At the press conference 
on June 29, police said they 
were also concerned about 
the smuggling scheme be-
cause a number of the pilots 
linked to the plot were not 
licensed to fl y.

They note two helicopters 
allegedly linked to the net-
work have crashed, including 
the 2005 Abbotsford acci-
dent which killed Alexander.

Police also believe the he-
licopter destroyed in a crash 
on September 26, 2005 was 
linked to the drug smuggling 
organizations targeted in Op-
eration Frozen Timber. 

In that crash, which oc-
curred along mountainous 
Othello Road in Hope, Ab-
botsford residents Ove Jen-
sen, 41, and Richard Long, 55, 
were killed. Police believe 
the men may have been re-
turning from a smuggling 
fl ight to the United States.

Jensen had been a sus-
pect in a 2000 U.S. drug 
smuggling case, a Whatcom 
county prosecutor said, and 
an arrest warrant had been 
taken out. 

He was never arrested in 
connection with the case.

The Abbotsford police 
played a major role in the 
Haugen/Desjardins investi-
gation, RCMP said, with an 
Abbotsford offi cer assigned 
to the border team, and two 
others joining the investiga-
tion shortly before the ar-
rests.

Chilliwack RCMP and Lang-
ley RCMP have also helped 
in the investigation.

Operation Frozen Timber is 
ongoing, police say.

‘Brazen’ smuggling ring shut down

CTV FILE PHOTO
Authorities believe that accused drug smuggler Dustin 
Haugen was behind the controls of this helicopter which 
crashed in West Abbotsford on take-off March 6, 2005, 
killing Christina Alexander, 22 (inset).
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Dairy Queen® Restaurant
26930 Fraser Highway 604-856-4617

TRY OUR DRIVE THRU

BACON/CHEDDAR
GRILLBURGER 

BASKET

$4.99

CARAMEL CHIP 
CHEESEQUAKE 
BLIZZARD (med)

$3.39

July SpecialsJuly Specials

2 HOT DOGS

$2.69
MEDIUM
SHAKE

$2.59

The key to better health is right at your feet!

NOW THERE ARE FIVE LOCATIONS
Coastal Arts Health Clinic

27233 29A Ave., Aldergrove

604-856-0333
For Appointments at the other locations, phone

604-533-3829
In-Home Mobile Service
Valley Evergreen Pharmacy
20577 Douglas Crescent, Langley

Langley Chiropractic & Wellness
Unit 601, 21183 - 88th Ave., Walnut Grove

Surlang Medicine Centre Pharmacy
19549 Fraser Hwy., Surrey

 Apple Prescription Centre
5624 - 177B St., Cloverdale

BRING IN 
THIS AD
TO RECEIVE 

10%OFF
YOUR FIRST VISIT

Our experienced Advanced Footcare Nurses provide 
personal solutions to foot care challenges.

We are EXPANDING
to Aldergrove!

HAMILTONHAMILTON
FARMSFARMS

Corner Fraser Hwy & LeFeuvre Rd
(one mile east of aldergrove)

604-856-6068

Serving Aldergrove 37 years
JULY 4 - JULY 10

while quantities last 

Open 7 Days a Week
Mon-Fri 8-7; Sat-Sun 8-6

OKANAGANOKANAGAN

CHERRIESCHERRIES
Sweet snackSweet snack

119999

lb.

CALIFORNIACALIFORNIA

NECTARINESNECTARINES
Sweet & juicySweet & juicy

99¢

lb.

lb.

OKANAGAN

APRICOTS
First of the season

114949
LOCAL GROWN LONG ENGLISH

CUCUMBERS
Good in Greek Salad

79¢
ea.

LOCAL HOT HOUSE

RED PEPPERS
Add color to salads

9999¢¢
LOCAL GROWN

ZUCCHINI
Serve breaded and fried

5959¢¢
lb.lb.

lb.lb.

EMPIRE GARDEN
CHINESE RESTAURANT

FREE
DELIVERY

604-857-1886
#10 - 3100 272 St. Aldergrove

 Rear Aldergrove Mall 
www.empiregarden.ca

CHINESE RESTAURANT

$4.99
Lunch Combo
includes hot soup & coffee
• Valid for dine in only with coupon

• Maximum up to 3 coupons per table


